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TOOLBOX TALK  
LOTO (LOCKOUT TAGOUT): EP14

Effective Implementation of LOTO
Successful Lockout Tagout (LOTO) implementation involves a systematic approach:

Need Help?
One of our safety solutions experts 
are available to assist:

+27 11 453 7374

Prepare for Shutdown: Identify  
all energy sources and inform 
affected employees.

Regular training and audits of 
LOTO procedures to maintain 
compliance and safety.

Verify Isolation: Test to ensure 
energy sources are properly locked 
out before starting maintenance.

Document Procedures: Keep 
detailed records of LOTO activities, 
including who performed them 
and what steps were taken.

Disconnect and Isolate:  
Shutdown equipment and apply 
lockout devices to prevent 
accidental re-energization.
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•	 Electrical Energy: Disconnect and lock out all electrical sources to prevent accidentalstartups.

•	 Mechanical Energy: Immobilize moving parts to avoid injury from unexpectedmovement.

•	 Thermal Energy: Cool and isolate heat sources to prevent burns or fire.

•	 Chemical Energy: Properly manage hazardous substances to prevent leaks or reactions.

•	 Pneumatic Energy: Release and isolate pressurized air systems to prevent sudden releases or accidental activation.
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Tip: Regularly auditing and updating your Lockout/
Tagout (LOTO) procedures is essential for ensuring 
compliance and safety. This process should 
involve checking for adherence to regulations, 
assessing the effectiveness of current practices, 
and incorporating feedback from employees 
who use the procedures daily. By keeping your 
LOTO program current, you can address any gaps, 
improve user-friendliness, and adapt to changes 
in equipment or energy sources, ultimately 
enhancing workplace safety and reducing the risk 
of accidents.

Types of Hazardous Energies

Understanding and controlling these energy sources is vital for ensuring safety during 
maintenance tasks.

During maintenance, it’s vital to manage various hazardous energy types, including:
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